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New Children’s Picture Book on Danish Immigration  
    Released  on June 4, 2024, a new 
Danish-language children’s picture 
book, “Rejsen Til New York - Den-
gang og Nu” (The Journey to New 
York – Then and Now), is written by 
Danish-American author and his-
torian Catrine Kyster and is the first 
Danish picture book about Danish 
immigration to the United States to be 
published in many years. 
    Published by Gads Forlag publis-
hing company and illustrated by Da-
nish artist Signe Gabriel, the book 
tells the parallel stories of two young 
Danish girls on their way to New 
York. Nora and her mom, in 2024, are 
excited to fly to New York for a fun 
vacation while Anna and her family, 
around 1900, embark on the long and 
emotional journey to move to Ameri-
ca. 
    “The book shows the difference 
between traveling for fun and immi-
grating, but the stories of the two girls 
also reflect my own experience as a 
modern-day Danish immigrant – a 
mix of the excitement of living in the 
United States and missing my family, 
friends and familiar things in Den-
mark,” says Kyster.
    “The Journey to New York – then 
and now” was a perfect opportunity 
for 49-year-old Kyster to write about 
two of her favorite places: Denmark 
and New York. Kyster grew up in the 
town of Thisted in Northwest Jutland. 
She’s lived in the U.S. – in New York, 
Oklahoma and now South Caroli-
na – since 2004 when she married 
an NYPD Detective she met while 
doing volunteer work in post-war 
Bosnia during a summer break from 
her studies at the Danish School of 
Journalism.
    In 2018, Kyster won the Danish 
Kær-Litt short story competition and 
has since had 20+ short stories pu-
blished in Danish weekly magazines 
such as “Familie Journal” and in 
Danish and American anthologies. 
In 2020, she completed a master’s 
degree in public history at American 
Public University, which included 
a virtual internship during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic with the Danish 
American Archive and Library in 
Blair, Nebraska. 
    “Moving to America was a turn-
ing point in my life, and whether I’m 
researching and writing nonfiction 
or fiction, I have a strong interest in 
lives and stories that have aspects of 
Denmark and the United States at the 
same time,” says Kyster. 
    The new Danish-language child-
ren’s picture book gives Danish child-
ren an opportunity to learn about Da-

nish emigration to the United States 
from a young age. But Kyster hopes 
the book will also appeal to Danish 
families traveling to the United States, 
Danish-speaking people living in the 
United States, and those with Danish 
ancestry.
    “I think seeing aspects of your own 
journey or your family’s journey re-
flected in a picture book is something 
special, whether you’re a child or an 
adult. And people who can’t read 
Danish can still enjoy the illustrations 
by Signe Gabriel which have a lot of 
heart and hygge as well as authentic 
historical details,” says Kyster. For 
instance, in the book, one of the main 
characters travels on the Scandinavian 
America Line steamship “SS Island” 
from Copenhagen to New York.
    At the highest point of Danish im-
migration to the United States, about 
every tenth Dane left to look for op-
portunities abroad, and about 1.5 mil-
lion Americans have Danish roots. 
While many Danish immigrants tra-
veled on to other parts of the country, 
a large number of Danes settled in 
the New York metropolitan area, and 
New York is today an important lo-
cation for resident Danes and Danish 
tourists alike. Fully illustrated, the 

48-page Danish-language book is pri-
marily targeted at children 4-10 years 
old. In Denmark, the book is availa-
ble in libraries and bookstores. In the 
United States, the book is available 
for purchase at Scandinavian Butik 
in Norwalk, Connecticut, and by mail 
order from scandinavianbutik.com.
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